
Contents 
  

 

List of Illustrations I 

List of Maps II 

Acknowledgements III 

Brief Overview of British Army Formations and Units 1940/41 V 

Orientation and Overview 1 

Part One: The circumstances leading to battle 4 

 Overview of the Military Situation in North and East Africa 5 

  After the Italian Defeat in Egypt and Libya: Cyrenaica Command is formed 5 

  The Italian X Armata and the September 1940 invasion of Egypt 7 

  The Situation facing CYRCOM 11 

  Intelligence Overview 12 

  East Africa 13 

 Mechanisation 1919 – 1939 and Mobilisation of the British Army 14 

  The Breadth of Mechanisation 14 

  The 1
st

 Tank Brigade 1933 – 1939 and its proposed deployment 16 

  The Cavalry Arm 1919 – 1939 18 

  Egypt and the presence of the British Army 18 

  The Armoured Car Companies of the Tank Corps in the Middle East 19 

  The 3
rd

 and 7
th

 Hussars and the King’s Dragoon Guards Mechanise 20 

  The Policy of Limited Liability 22 

  The Regular and Territorial Armies 23 

  Formation of the Royal Armoured Corps  25 

  Armoured Divisions within the British Army 28 

  2
nd

 Armoured Division in the first months of the War 29 

  Armour with the British Expeditionary Force 30 

  North Africa and 2
nd

 Armoured Division 32 

  Cavalry Footnote 33 

  British National Service Footnote 34 

 Mechanisation and the Royal Army Service Corps 35 

 The Axis Focus on North Africa and the formation of the Afrikakorps 39 

  German Unit Titles 46 

  Observations made by Generalmajor Ritter von Thoma in 1945 47 

 Italian Reinforcements and British Australian and New Zealand Deployments 49 

 Signals Intelligence 54 

  The ‘Y’ Service 55 

  Enigma 57 

  The Enigma Keys 58 

  Government Code and Cipher School Advances in Breaking Enigma 59 

  Intelligence reaching the Battlefield 60 

  "Die gute Quelle" (The Good Source) Ruled Out 60 

  German Wireless Intelligence and the Afrikakorps 61 

 British Intelligence Assessments of German Intentions in North Africa 63 

  



Part Two: Moving to Battle – Weapons, Orders of Battle and Movements 67 

 2
nd

 Armoured Division: Order of Battle January - May 1941 68 

 3
rd

 Armoured Brigade: Order of Battle January - June 1941 69 

 2
nd

 Support Group: Order of Battle January - June 1941 70 

 5. leichte Division: Order of Battle February - May 1941 71 

 Italian Ground Forces 75 

  132
o
 Divisione Corazzata “Ariete”  (up to the 10

th
 May 1941) 75 

  27
 o

 Divisione Fanteria “Brescia” 76 

  17
 o

 Divisione Fanteria “Pavia” 76 

  25
 o

 Divisione Fanteria “Bologna” 77 

 Fighting the M.13 at Mechili and Beda Fomm 78 

 The Combat History of Panzer Regiment 5  1939 - 1940 81 

 3
rd

 Armoured Brigade in France 1940 86 

 Panzer Regiment 5 in Libya 93 

  Order of Battle of Panzer Regiment 5 before Mersa Brega 94 

 Aufklärungs Abteilung 3 96 

 The Infantry: Schützen, Riflemen, Fusiliers and Marines 102 

  The Schützen of Maschinengewehr Bataillone 2 and 8 102 

  1
st

 Tower Hamlets (9
th

 Battalion, The Rifle Brigade (PCO) (Tower Hamlets Rifles) 105 

  Order of Battle of 1
st

 Tower Hamlets (9
th

 Rifle Brigade) 109 

  The Diggers the Australian Infantry 109 

  The Free French: 1
er

 Batallion d’Infanterie de Marine 110 

  1
st

 Royal Northumberland Fusiliers (formed as a Machine Gun Battalion) 110 

  Some comparisons of the Mauser K98 and British Short Magazine Lee Enfield 111 

  The S.M.L.E. launching the No.36 Grenade 116 

  The Boys Anti-Tank Rifle 117 

 British Field Artillery 120 

  Some Royal Artillery Terms 123 

  The 18-Pdr Ordnance Quick Firing Field Gun 124 

  The 4.5-inch Ordnance Quick Firing Howitzer 125 

  The 25-Pdr Ordnance Quick Firing Gun-Howitzer 126 

  The 25-Pdr in Action 128 

  Shrapnel 130 

  The Quad Field Artillery Tractor 132 

 Notes on Anti-Tank Ammunition Armour Protection and Penetration 134 

  The Testing of A.P. Shot (Failures and Success Criteria) 134 

  Kinetic Energy Attack 135 

  Kinetic Energy List of the Anti-Tank Ammunition encountered in this volume 135 

  Projectile Shatter 136 

  Capping Armour Piercing Projectiles 137 

  Ogive Design 137 

  Armour and Obliquity 138 

  Projectile Overmatching 139 

  High Explosive Anti-Tank (H.E.A.T.) 139 

  



Part Two: Continued  

  Armour Protection 140 

  Armour under Penetrative Attack 141 

 The Anti-Tank Guns 142 

  British and Australian Anti-Tank Batteries and Regiments 142 

  The Vehicle composition of an Anti-Tank Regiment in the Middle East 144 

  
Penetration Data of the .5-inch Vickers M.G., Boys A/T Rifle and 15 mm Besa Heavy 

Machine Gun 

144 

  Ordnance Quick Firing  37 mm Bofors Anti-Tank Gun 145 

  Ordnance Quick Firing  2-Pounder Anti-Tank Gun 146 

  18-Pdr and 25-Pdr Anti-Tank Capability 147 

  German Tank and Anti-Tank Guns and their Ammunition 151 

  Italian Tank and Anti-Tank Guns and their Ammunition 153 

 German Anti-Tank Ammunition Notes 154 

 The Combat Effectiveness of 2-Pdr Ammunition 156 

 The Tanks 161 

  German Armour 161 

   The Panzerkampfwagen III Ausführung  A – H Sonderkraftfahrzeuge 141 163 

   The Panzerkampfwagen IV Ausführung  D – E  Sonderkraftfahrzeuge 161 164 

   Panzer Radio Equipment 165 

   Panzer III and Panzer IV Crew and Fighting Arrangements 165 

   Data Tables  

    Panzerkampfwagen III Ausf.H  Sonderkraftfahrzeuge 141 168 

    Panzerkampfwagen III Ausf.F and G Sonderkraftfahrzeuge 141 169 

    Panzerkampfwagen IV Ausf.D  Sonderkraftfahrzeuge 161 170 

    Panzerkampfwagen IV Ausf.E  Sonderkraftfahrzeuge 161 171 

    Panzerkampfwagen II Ausf.A, B and C Sonderkraftfahrzeuge 121 172 

    Panzerkampfwagen I Ausf.B  Sonderkraftfahrzeuge 101 173 

  British Armour 174 

   Data Tables  

    Cruiser Mk. IV A / A13 Mk. II A 181 

    Light Tank Mk. VI B 182 

    Infantry Tank Mk. II A / A12 183 

    Cruiser Mk. I / A9 Mk. I 184 

    Cruiser Mk. II A / A10 Mk. I A 185 

  Italian Armour 186 

   British Examination of the Carro Leggero L.3 (Earlier designation Carro Veloce CV.3) 186 

   British Examinations of the Carro Armato M.13 186 

   The Equipment History of 32
o
 Reggimento Carrista 190 

   Data Tables  

    Carro Armato Medio 13-40   (M.13) 191 

    Carro Leggero 3-33 and 3-35 (L.3-33 and L.3-35) 192 

  Tank Gunnery Notes 193 

   Considerations affecting the choice of the 2-Pdr Main Gun 193 

   Some reasons why the 6-Pounder was not fielded until May 1942 193 

   British and German Gun Sighting Comparisons 194 



Part Two: Continued  

   2-Pdr “Jump” 194 

   Elevation 194 

   Residual Kinetic Energy 194 

 The Desert Terrain and Water Supply 196 

 Yeomanry Hussars Lancers and Dragoons in the Western Desert 200 

 A Royal Army Service Corps Middle East Overview 205 

  Fuel Supply and Storage 206 

  Water Supply 207 

  Food Supply 208 

  Organisation 208 

 The Luftwaffe, Regia Aeronautica, R.A.F. and R.A.A.F. presence 209 

  Fliegerführer Afrika 209 

  Regia Aeronautica 211 

  R.A.F. and R.A.A.F 211 

  Axis Bombing and the limited use of Benghazi 212 

 Officially revealing Generalleutnant Rommel 215 

 2
nd

 Armoured Division arrives in Egypt 216 

  Armoured Divisional H.Q. organisation 221 

  Brigade H.Qs 222 

  The Brigade Major Role 222 

 2
nd

 Support Group deploys in Egypt 225 

 3
rd

 Armoured Brigade deploys in Egypt 227 

 Unit Movements between the 2
nd

 and 7
th

 Armoured Divisions 229 

 CYRCOM: Intelligence, Preparations, Dispositions and Reinforcements 231 

 Axis Units at the Tripolitanian Border 240 

 9
th

 Australian Division Order of Battle in Forward Areas 14
th

 March 241 

 2
nd

 Support Group moves West 243 

 3
rd

 Armoured Brigade moves West 250 

   

Part Three: Battles and Retreats 259 

 First Encounters 261 

  The Terrain 261 

  The First Exchanges of Fire 262 

  The “Battle” of El Agheila 268 

 Royal Engineers arrive from 7
th

 Armoured Division 276 

 2
nd

 Armoured Division’s Withdrawal Plans 278 

 The Battle of Mersa Brega 281 

  3
rd

 Armoured Brigade positioned South and East of Mersa Brega 289 

  5. leichte Division Attacks 293 

  Fire fights with the K.D.G and 5
th

 R.T.R. 294 

  Cemetery Hill 298 

  The Attack on ‘A’ Company’s Positions 314 

  

  

  



Part Three: Continued 

  ‘B’ Company’s Positions Attacked 317 

  31
st

 March: Epilogue 320 

  Egypt: 31
st

 March 326 

 The limitations of the Junkers 87 against Ground Troops 327 

 1
st

 April: Withdrawal to new positions 329 

  Axis Movements 335 

  3
rd

 Indian Motor Brigade 336 

  20
th

 Brigade and the 51
st

 (Westmorland & Cumberland Yeomanry) Field Regiment 337 

  Other News from beyond the Desert: The Battle of Cape Matapan 337 

 2
nd

 April: Battle 339 

  2
nd

 April: The 2
nd

 Support Group Battle 339 

  2
nd

 April: Tank Battle  348 

  2
nd

 April: Epilogue 358 

  Egypt: 2
nd

 April 362 

  20
th

 Brigade at Er Regima 362 

 Tank Gunnery Experiences and Ammunition Performance Notes 363 

 Withdrawal: Problems and Changes of Route 366 

 3
rd

 April: Withdrawing 368 

  Air Combat on the 3
rd

 April and its impact on 3
rd

 Armoured Brigade 373 

  3
rd

 Indian Motor Brigade moves to support 2
nd

 Armoured Division 374 

  Evening 3
rd

 April 375 

  3
rd

 April: Egypt and Iraq 378 

 Axis Groups and Columns formed 3
rd

 to 5
th

 April 379 

 4
th

 April: Withdrawing 384 

  German and Italian Advances 4
th

 April 389 

 9
th

 Australian Division and Re-organisations within the 2
nd

 A.I.F 391 

 Deployment of the 9
th

 Australian Division 393 

 CYRCOM Code Names 397 

 The Battle of Er Regima 4
th

 - 5
th

 April 399 

  4
th

 April: Egypt 412 

  Axis Re-supply and Benghazi 413 

 5
th

 April: Withdrawing 414 

  Withdrawal Cancelled at 2325 hours 417 

  German and Italian Advances 5
th

 April 418 

  5
th

 April: Egypt 420 

 The Royal Army Service Corps Situation 421 

 6
th

 April 422 

  German and Italian Advances 6
th

 April 425 

  6
th

 April: Movements from Egypt 428 

  The other units of 2
nd

 Armoured Division now in action in Greece 429 

 Engineer Support up to the 7
th

 April 430 

 7
th

 – 8
th

 April: Changes of Command and arrivals at Tobruk 431 

 The Derna Rearguards and the Battle of Mechili Introduction 433 

 The Derna Rearguards 7
th

 April 434 

  The 1
st

 King’s Royal Rifle Corps return to the fight 436 



Part Three: Continued  

  German Armoured Cars Knocked Out 450 

  Coming through Gruppe Ponath’s Fire and the Last Derna Rearguard 450 

  Another sighting of 5
th

 R.T.R. on the 7
th

 April and ‘J’ Battery deploys again 452 

  7
th

 April: Derna Epilogue 452 

 Mechili: 2
nd

 - 7
th

 April 455 

 Mechili: 8
th

 April 461 

  Breakout 461 

  The Assault on Mechili 463 

  Captain Constant’s Breakout escape and taking of a German prisoner 467 

  Leutnant Schmidt’s recollections of the surrender 468 

  Surrender Numbers Assessed 468 

 The 104
th

 R.H.A. turn away from Mechili 471 

 8
th

 April: Events beyond Mechili 474 

 9
th

 April:  Arrivals at Tobruk and an Italian Feint 478 

  Other Reinforcements from Egypt 485 

  9
th

 April: Egypt 486 

 Looking Back: On reaching Tobruk 487 

      

Part Four: Fighting on and within the Tobruk perimeter 492 

 10
th

 April: The First Attack on Tobruk 493 

  Gruppe Prittwitz’s Attack 495 

  Major-General J. D. Lavarack’s  Organisation of CYRCOM’s units 501 

  10
th

 April: Egypt 503 

 TOBRUK 505 

  The Tobruk Field and Medium Artillery up to 14
th

 May 1941 508 

  The Signals Equipment within Tobruk 510 

  The Royal Armoured Corps within Tobruk 511 

  1
st

 Royal Tank Regiment’s Arrival 511 

  5
th

 Royal Tank Regiment’s Tank Losses and the forming of the 3
rd

 Hussars/5
th

 R.T.R. 512 

  Tobruk: The R.A.S.C. and A.A.S.C. Organisation 513 

 11
th

 April: The Second Attack to reach the Perimeter 514 

  11
th

 April: Outside the Perimeter 514 

  11
th

 April: On and within the Perimeter 517 

  11
th

 April: Epilogue 526 

  11
th

 April: On the Eastern Sector 526 

 12
th

 April: Third Attack on the Perimeter 529 

 12
th

 April: Axis Intentions and Organisation 534 

 Reforming the Western Desert Force 12
th

 – 14
th

 April 536 

 13
th

 April:  Preparations for a Fourth Attack on the Perimeter 538 

 13
th

 April: 1
st

 Armoured Brigade in Greece 544 

 14
th

 April: The Battle on Easter Monday 547 

  Goschen’s House Fire-fight 554 

  The Death of Oberstleutnant Ponath 567 

  Axis Air Attacks  14
th

 April 570 

  Blenheims bomb Panzer Regiment 5 571 



Part Four: Continued  

  14
th

 April: Epilogue 572 

 The 9
th

 Australian Division’s Assessment of the 13
th

-14
th

 April 579 

 Gruppe Herff 14
th

 April 582 

 9
th

 Australian Division Order of Battle 15
th

 April 583 

 15
th

 April: The Italians Attack 587 

 16
th

 April: The Italian Attack Continues 591 

 17
th

 April: The Last Day of the Italian Attack 594 

  Intelligence of the Axis ground troops by the 17
th

 April 595 

 18
th

 – 19
th

 April 599 

  ‘D’ Squadron 7
th

 Royal Tank Regiment Arrives 19
th

 April 599 

 20
th

 – 22
nd

 April: Raiding Carrier Hill 601 

 Tripoli and Tobruk: Naval Options to attack the Axis Line of Communications 604 

 23
rd

 – 29
th

 April:  Waiting for the next attack 608 

  1
st

 Armoured Brigade in Greece 24
th

 April 609 

  26
th

 Brigade Patrols 610 

  Generalleutnant Paulus Arrives from Berlin 611 

  26
th

 Brigade’s positions 29
th

 April 613 

 Ras el Medauar: The May Day Battles 614 

  30
th

 April 615 

  Axis Order of Battle to attack Tobruk 616 

  1
st

 May: Attack and Counter Attacks 622 

  2/48
th

’s Counter-Attack 641 

  1
st

 May: Epilogue 644 

 2
nd

 May 651 

 3
rd

 May: Second Counter-Attack 654 

 4
th

 May: Counter-Attack Cancelled 661 

 5
th

 – 7
th

 May 663 

  6
th

 May 664 

  7
th

 May 664 

 8
th

 May – 16
th

 May 665 

  13
th

 May: Infantry and Armour Skirmish on the Eastern Sector 666 

 Looking Back: The Axis attacks on Tobruk 670 
    

Part Five: From Tobruk to the Libyan-Egyptian Frontier 11th April – 14th May 672 

 2
nd

 Support Group outside Tobruk’s Perimeter 673 

  Brigadier Gott’s Operation Order 673 

  4
th

 R.H.A. and the forming of JOCKFORCE 674 

  11
th

 April: Watching the attack build against Tobruk’s perimeter 677 

 At the Frontier: 22
nd

 Guards Brigade, 7
th

 Hussars and Australian Units in Egypt 681 

  Australian Units from the 6
th

, 7
th

 and 9
th

 Divisions present at the Frontier 682 

 11
th

 – 15
th

 April: Encounters with Vorausabteilung Knabe and Aufklärungs Abteilung 3 683 

  12
th 

April: First Frontier Contacts 684 

  Cutting the Via Balbia behind Aufklärungs Abteilung 3 685 

  13
th

 April 686 

  Colonna Montemurro 687 



Part Five: Continued  
 

 

  14
th

 – 15
th

 April: Brief Attack on Fort Capuzzo 692 

 Western Desert Force Reforms 694 

 15
th

/16
th

 April: 3
rd

 Coldstream Guards assault Salum Barracks 696 

  The D.L.I. prepare the way 697 

  The 3
rd

 Coldstream Guard’s Attack 698 

  Oberstleutnant Gustav Georg Knabe 703 

 16
th

 April: Columns and 2
nd

 Support Group Re-organisation 705 

 16
th

/17
th

 April: 7
th

 Hussars and 3
rd

 and 4
th

 R.H.As. Raid Fort Capuzzo 710 

 W.D.F. Intelligence Administration and Orders of Battle 17
th

 – 22
nd

 April 713 

 Western Desert Force Order of Battle 22
nd

 April 1941 725 

 The Actions of PAUL Column 18
th

 – 23
rd

 April 736 

 1
st

 D.L.I. Patrols 23
rd

 – 24
th

 April 738 

 PAUL and UVOR Columns attack Gruppe Herff: The “60 Tank” Threat 23
rd

 – 24
th

 April 739 

 Gruppe Herff takes Halfaya and 22
nd

 Guards Brigade retreats 24
th

 April – 1
st

 May 743 

 Early May on the Frontier 750 

  The 2
nd

 Rifle Brigade returns from Egypt and relieves elements of 22
nd

 Guards Brigade 755 

 PAUL Column 2
nd

 – 5
th

 May 760 

 TRIO FORCE and COAST GROUP Actions 762 

 Fighting Gruppe Herff and Panzer Abteilung Hohmann 766 

  9
th

 May: PAUL Column Attacked 769 

  10
th

 May: PAUL Column Attacked Again 774 

  11
th

 May 776 

  12
th

 May: Four Axis Columns Advance 780 

  12
th

 May: UVOR Column’s fire-fight with Panzer Abteilung Hohmann 781 

  The Other Columns 787 

  12
th

 May: Epilogue 788 

  12
th

 May: 22
nd

 Guards Brigade Returns to the Front 789 

 13
th

 May – 14
th

 May: Towards Operation BREVITY 790 

  PAUL Column and the beginnings of Operation BREVITY 790 

 The 1
st

 Tower Hamlets and the disbandment of the 2
nd

 Support Group 794 

 2
nd

 Armoured Division Order of Battle 3
rd

 May 1941 795 

 Looking Back: February – 14
th

 May 1941 798 

 

Appendices 

Appendix A: The Vickers Machine Gun Lock found at Mersa Brega 804 

Appendix B Part 1: Brigadier Latham’s Observations on German Methods 806 

Appendix B Part 2: Statement by Lieutenant-General Philip Neame V.C 807 

Appendix C: Panzers Damaged in Battle 810 

Appendix D: 
Comparisons of Panzer IIs IIIs and IVs Landed compared to Operational 

and in Workshops in Libya up to the 15
th

 June  
814 

Appendix E:   W.D.F. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY NO. 128 815 

Appendix F: Armour Plate Obliquity Multipliers and Divisors 824 

Appendix G: Tank Board Statement of Armour Penetration Testing at 30
o
 825 

Appendix H: 2-Pdr A.P. Shot Shatter. Metallurgy Committee 26
th

 May 1942 826 

Appendix I: Weights and Measures Conversions 828 

Bibliography 830 



Internet Sources 833 

War Diaries and Reports from the National Archives at Kew London and the 

Australian War Memorial at Canberra 
834 

  

Sound Recordings from the Imperial War Museum 836 

  

Index 838 

 



List of Illustrations and Photographs 
 

 Page 

  

A13 Mk. II Cruiser Tank Mk. IVA “EQUINOX” of ‘A’ Squadron 5
th

 Royal Tank Regiment 4 
  

Diagrams of the M.G. 34 mounted the M.G.34 Lafette 104 
  

The Short Magazine Lee Enfield No.1 Mk. III 112 
  

The Short Magazine Lee Enfield No.1 Mk. III and E.Y. Cup Discharger with grips 116 
  

Boys Anti-Tank Rifle deployed 117 
  

Photograph taken by Sergeant Ken Payne of 414 Battery, 104
th

 (Essex Yeomany) Royal 

Horse Artillery of one of the regiment’s two captured Italian Cannone da 75/46 CA 

modello 34. 

133 

  

2 Pounder A.P. Shot Shatter Diagram from the Minutes of the Metallurgy Committee 26
th

 

May 1942 
136 

  

Tangent and Secant Radius Ogives Diagram 137 
  

Calibre Radius Head Diagram 138 
  

A representation of the TZF5b reticules 166 
  

An A13 from 4 Troop, 'A' Squadron, 5
th

 R.T.R., 3
rd

 Armoured Brigade, 2
nd

 Armoured 

Division, Libya 1941 
180 

  

“First view of the Western Desert near Mersa Matruh, September 1940” 196 
  

Men from 414 Battery, 104
th

 R.H.A. examining a Me 110 of II. Zestörergeschwader 26  

at Tobruk 1941  
209 

  

“The Pyramids at Sunset” 216 
  

Diagram of the Carabinieri barracks at Fort at El Agheila   263 
  

4.7 cm PaK(t) Sfl. (selbstfahrlafette) self propelled anti-tank gun 281 
  

Photograph of a “Going Map” of the Mersa Brega area drawn on tracing paper and filed 

within ‘B/O’ Battery’s War Diary 
283 

  

Italian Map of the El Agheila – Mersa Brega area before the building of the Via 

Balbia/Coast Road 
284 

  

Bofors 40 Anti-Aircraft Gun in action 313 

  

The Mosque at the northern end of Mersa Brega 315 

  

The Afrikakorps insignia 336 
  

5
th

 Royal Tank Regiment A13 fire fight positions 2
nd

 April 352 
  

Section from the 2 Pounder A.P. Shot Shatter Diagram from the Minutes of the 

Metallurgy Committee 26
th

 May 1942 
353 

  

2/13
th

 Positions at Er Regima 402 

  

I 



  

Australian Bren Gunner 403 

  

Photograph taken by Mr Frank Wallbank during the retreat of H.Q. Squadron, 3
rd

 Hussars   432 
  

Letter from G’s Lieutenant-Colonel D. McCorquodale King’s Dragoon Guards thanking  

Lieutenant Farr and No. 3 Troop, 1
st

 Light Anti-Aircraft Battery 
487 

  

Wadi Sehel Bridge photographed by Captain Alfred Greig Smith of the 2/15
th

 Battalion 487 
  

North-east of Tobruk town looking south across the bay towards the first escarpment 505 
  

Fort Pilastrino photographed in 1941 by Captain Alfred Greig Smith 2/15
th

 Battalion  526 
  

Fort Capuzzo photographed in 1941 by Mr Joe A. Willis of No. 6 Squadron, R.A.F.  535 
  

Towed Flak 18 being brought into action 552 
  

Panzer II knocked out photographed by Captain Alfred Greig Smith of the 2/15
th

 Battalion 578 
  

An A13 from 5
th

 R.T.R., 3
rd

 Armoured Brigade, Libya 1941, halted beside a Panzer II 581 
  

A Panzer IV with zusatzpanzerung and turret shot away being examined within the 

Tobruk perimeter 1941 
582 

  

An A12 Infantry Tank Mk. II “Matilda” from 4
th

 R.T.R. Tobruk 1941 600 
  

H.M.S. Centurion disguised as a 1939 K.G.V Class Battleship 607 
  

The German view of the assault area from the south to the north 642 
  

The 1
st

 R.N.F. at Church Parade St Georges Day Cairo 1942 801 
  

The re-discovered Vickers Machine Gun lock now in the Northumberland Fusiliers 

Museum 
804 

  

2 Pounder A.P. Shot Shatter Diagram from the Minutes of the Metallurgy Committee 

 26
th

 May 1942 
827 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II 



List of Maps 
 Page 

  

El Agheila to Sidi Barrani VII 
  

El Agheila to Agedabia 248 
  

Agedabia to Tobruk 249 
  

El Agheila to Agedabia 261 
  

Sketch Map Mersa Brega Positions 281 
  

Photograph of a “Going Map” of the Mersa Brega area drawn on tracing 

paper and filed within ‘B/O’ Battery’s War Diary 
283 

  

Italian Map of the El Agheila - Mersa Brega area from the War Diary of the  

1
st

 R.N.F. 
284 

  

El Agheila to Agedabia 328 
  

Agedabia to Benghazi  Barce  Maraua 361 
  

Agedabia to Tobruk  369 
  

Agedabia to Benghazi  Barce  Maraua 378 
  

Agedabia to Benghazi  Barce  Maraua 383 
  

Agedabia to Tobruk   396 
  

Agedabia to Tobruk   413 
  

Agedabia to Mechili and Tobruk   420 
  

Agedabia to Mechili and Tobruk   430 
  

Agedabia to Mechili and Tobruk   460 
  

Agedabia to Tobruk   470 
  

Tobruk  492 
  

Tobruk  504 
  

Tobruk Posts R.11 – R.61 521 
  

Tobruk Posts R.11 – R.61   547 
  

Pilastrino - Ras el Medauuar  594 
  

Tobruk Ras el Medauuar  614 
  

The Libyan – Egyptian Frontier Area  680 
  

  

Sollum Barracks 696 
  

  

The Libyan – Egyptian Frontier Area  709 
  

  

The Libyan – Egyptian Frontier Area  735 
  

  

The Libyan – Egyptian Frontier Area 766 

 

III 



 


